The rich collection of Hebrew books and manuscripts at the Bodleian Library was once described as 'the greatest Hebrew library in the world', 1 yet little is known about the history of the Genizah fragments that constitute such an important part of the Bodleian's holdings.
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Not only are details about its acknowledged suppliers sparse, but the story of Count Riamo d'Hulst, the elusive excavator and antiquarian who gathered material for the Bodleian intermittently over a period of nine years was, until recently, completely unknown.
3 Furthermore, the mysterious whereabouts of the 'great many sacks' of Genizah material (possibly 10,000-15,000 manuscript leaves) that d'Hulst excavated in 1898 and referred to only in an addendum to the Bodleian's Hebrew Catalogue 4 remains to be addressed. The following article will provide a reconstruction of this history, showing how the Bodleian came to acquire its unique, handpicked Genizah collection and revealing where d'Hulst's missing fragments have gone. Such an investigation will shed new light on the discovery of the Cairo Genizah manuscripts in the late nineteenth century, on their perceived value, and the ways in which they were subsequently dispersed around the world.
By the spring of 1889, the Ben Ezra synagogue in Fustat (Old Cairo) had declined into such a state of disrepair that the leaders of the Jewish community decided that it should be dismantled and rebuilt.
5 During this process, manuscripts that had been hidden away for over a millennium in the Ben Ezra's Genizah chamber were suddenly revealed. Many of these fragments were, according to an anonymous source, removed and left lying around the synagogue yard:
The workmen on tearing down the roof dumped all the contents of this attic into the courtyard, and there the MSS were lying for several weeks in the open. During these weeks many dealers could obtain bundles of leaves for nominal sums. 6 The first two known Europeans to see this newly exposed material were the British collector Greville John Chester 7 and the German excavator Count Riamo d' Hulst (c. 1855 Hulst (c. -1920 . 
